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ARMED CONFLICT IN COLOMBIA DURING 2011

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The different actions related to armed conflict in Colombia suggest that the end of the conflict is still a long way off, if
the methods used up until now to try to resolve it are persevered with (a military solution, and only minor possibilities
for negotiation). In this context there is an obvious need to dismantle the structures of illegal armed groups and to
guarantee opportune and effective protection for the different sections of the population which suffer most from the
actions of the various armed actors.
This Special Report seeks to outline some aspects of the panorama of armed conflict in Colombia during 2011, taking
into account the behavior of each of the armed actors. Within this outline we find there has been a continuation and
consolidation of factors such as:
(1) The retreat of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (the main guerrilla group, FARC in Spanish) toward
peripheral rearguard zones in the south of the Tolima department and the north of Cauca department, and more
recently in the coca economies of the Pacific coast;
(2) A paramilitary phenomenon which reconfirms that its structures continue to operate and which entrenches and
consolidates itself in a new phase (known as criminal groups, re-armed or emerging groups), linked not only to drugtrafficking and the illegal exploitation of natural resources but also to structures of economic and political power in
the regions;
(3) A drug-trafficking dynamic which continues to be an important factor in the sense that high levels of cultivation
and production continue, while, at the same time, there is a continuing absence of a strategy to link developmental
alternatives for the peasant economy and the substitution of illegal crops;
(4) The persistent and worrying human rights situation which is evidenced in an intense victimization of the population
by the various armed actors.
The variation of the intensity of the armed conflict in Colombia results, to a great extent, from a new scenario of
confrontation. CINEP/PPP has registered that in 2011 there were 301 war actions in the country, almost 7% less than
in 2010. However, 2011 also saw 1,389 infractions of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) committed in Colombia by
the various armed actors, more than double those committed in 2010. These infractions demonstrate a significant and
worrying increase, highlighting the violations that the civil population of Colombia continues to suffer.
This leads us to conclude that the conflict is more and more concentrated in disputed zones, and that there is a
continuing and intense victimization of the population by armed actors, with the aim of gaining social and political
control and defending their interests in these zones.
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RECOMENDATIONS
To the national government:
• Guarantee a security policy that, respecting human rights and International Humanitarian Law, manages to advance
with the real dismantling of illegal armed groups, both guerrillas and new paramilitary phenomena (“bacrim”, emergent
groups etc.). In consequence, to be able to offer opportune and effective protection to the sectors of society that are
most affected by these armed actors, especially the people demanding the return of stolen land, other social leaders
and defenders of human rights.
• Seek ways to complement this security policy with a negotiated solution to the armed conflict, in such a way that,
learning from the lessons of past peace processes, the country begins to count on an integrated proposal geared
toward an enduring, sustainable peace.
• Design a strategy against drug-trafficking which includes, within proposals for the substitution of illicit crops,
alternatives for the integral and sustainable development of the peasant economy, and which continues to advance
in an international dialogue for reformulating the global strategy against this scourge.
To the international community:
• Continue monitoring and dialoguing with the national government about the application of its policies regarding
human rights and International Humanitarian Law, to incentivize a better level of compliance with these.
• Lend support to the national government in the search for a negotiated solution to the armed conflict, in case the
conditions necessary for the initiation of a dialogue and negotiation process come about.
• Support the national government in its efforts to implement the Victims Law, particularly in terms of the security of
people demanding their stolen land be returned to them and of the necessity of backing up the Law with proposals
for integral rural development which include the peasant economy in their development model; equally, to support
the government’s advocacy efforts towards drug-trafficking being treated as a topic of international politics.
To civil society:
• Maintain efforts to accompany populations and social organizations committed to the defense of the fundamental
rights of vulnerable persons and groups, and to work with the government and the international community for the
promotion and respect of human rights and International Humanitarian Law.
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